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The Patriarch,
Tian Ran Gu Fo:A Brief Biography

he Patriarch’s family name was Zhang, given name Kuisheng, also
Tcalled Guangbi, and bestowed name Tian Ran. His hometown was
Jining, Shandong Province, and he was born on July 19, 1889. When
he was born, the heavenly temple had a fire and the sky was all ablaze,
the Yellow River turned clear, and there were auspicious signs between
the heaven and earth, truly signifying that a sage had descended upon
the earth. The Patriarch was born with an outstanding appearance, with
a flat skull, square forehead, and eyes with double pupils, endowed
by heaven with wisdom, benevolent in nature. In 1915, when he was
twenty-seven, he met Teacher Zhu and received Dao, was persistent
in learning about Dao, and faithfully went about establishing Dao. In
1920, after Teacher Zhu returned to heaven, the Patriarch was trusted
by Lu Zu to accompany him everywhere. Lu Zu taught him virtue and
glory himself, and the Patriarch’s Dao-cultivation progressed greatly.
In 1925, Lu Zu returned to heaven. In 1930, God gave order that the
Patriarch and Matriarch should shoulder the holy mission of passing
on Dao together, redeeming beings in the Three Worlds. The Patriarch
and Matriarch took on the mission and carefully carried it out, bearing
insults and burdens, and Dao affairs were thriving with each passing
day, spreading to all provinces in China by 1945. In 1946, the Patriarch
was invited by Dao relatives to Chengdu to lecture on Dao. In 1947,
on August 15 in lunar calendar, the mid-autumn day, the wise Patriarch
returned to heaven, at the age of fifty-nine, bestowed by God as Tian
Ran Gu Fo. Even though the Patriarch was in a high position, he cared
deeply for all beings, and his devotion to save them was endless.
His inspiration and miraculous deeds were manifested everywhere,
redeeming a wide range of human beings, everyone benefiting from his
kindness between heaven and earth.
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The Matriarch,
Zhong Hua Sheng Mu: A Brief Biography

he Matriarch’s family name was Zhang, given name Suzhen, also

called Mingshan, known by the name of Huiming. Her hometown
was in Chan County, Shandong Province, born on August 28, 1895. She
received teachings from childhood, had a demure and quiet nature, and
received Dao in 1918. Her heart was filled with endless kindness and
deep caring, In 1930, Dao’s situation changed and God gave order that
the Patriarch and Matriarch should shoulder the holy mission together
so men and women would be equal in establishing Dao, the fortune
that Dao brought to common homes. Various Buddha made miracles
in many places and people had many testimonies; the Matriarch heard
about it and knew heavenly order shouldn’t be disobeyed, so she
carefully supported and aided the Patriarch, so women could cultivate
the great Dao in the same way as men since thousand years ago. On
the mid-autumn day in 1947, the Patriarch returned to heaven and the
heaven and earth were both sad, even grass and trees felt the grief,
disciples shaken by the deep sadness. The Matriarch changed the severe
situation and stabilized Dao. Disciples were inspired by her virtue and
left their homes to spread the light of Dao, revitalizing the holy cause.
In 1949, the political situation changed and the Matriarch took refuge
in Hong Kong. In 1954, Han Dao Zhang overcame various difficulties
and invited the Matriarch to Taiwan. The Matriarch’s great wish moved
heaven and changed crisis into opportunity, so [-Kuan Tao could
stand up between heaven and earth, and be legally propagated, from
Taiwan to many countries in the world, receiving affirmation by many
governments. On February 23 in the lunar calendar, April 5, 1975, the
wish teacher returned to heaven, aged at 81, and was bestowed by God
the Buddhahood of Zhong Hua Sheng Mu.
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Congratulatory Speech for the 80th
Anniversary of the Patriarch and
Matriarch's Mission and 4 5 Parent
Appreciation Activities.

%51@&%% A respectful record from Elder Peicheng
Chang, President of Council of I-Kuan Tao
World Headquarters.

emembering the Patriarch’s kindness, grateful for the Matriarch’s virtue, in
R193O the Patriarch and Matriarch both followed Heaven’s manifested order,
carried on Heaven’s mission and set up supreme principles, rescued the universe,
propagated Tao and cleared up confusion, shone upon by Sun and Moon,
transformed three worlds, saved the world and living beings, rushed about and
worked hard, saddened and worried body and mind, their virtues were obvious,
their kindness was solemn, they had ultimate goodness and beauty, supreme
broadmindedness and kindness. They always hoped that the world would unite
as one, all countries would follow the same truth, loving and endearing each

other, all following Tao!

Still, in recent years, as people are becoming more materialistic, there is
global warming, customs and atmosphere are becoming strange, thus disasters
are frequently reported, heaven and earth are not resting in peace. If human
beings don’t change their minds, the situation will only become worse. People
with vision should strive towards “Tao-transformation,” ask kindness and pity of
Heaven, and everyone should reflect on their suffering, feel gratitude and repent,
go back to simplistic lifestyle, clear their hearts and cut back on desires, cultivate
their heart and nature, behave according to true nature, then wishes will come

true and they can go back to their true home.

In eighty years, with the Patriarch and Matriarch’s kindness and virtue,
[-Kuan Tao Associations were formed consecutively in countries, as a result
of all disciples’ carrying on the Patriarch and Matriarch’s kind ideals, holding
their aspiration as own aspiration, their goal as own goal, unified in their efforts,

2
afraid of no obstacles and tribulations, set their heart upon achieving | ﬂ




the goal. However, of the 9 6 original people, many are still not redeemed. It
is believed that in the future, based on the current foundation, various groups
should strengthen cooperation, put in more endeavors and funds, actively
cultivate talent, take root in methods of human nature and heart, spread Tao
research, in this way true Confucianism will be revitalized, and Tao will give

help to the world, creating a path to peace and happiness for human beings!

On this commemoration and gratitude conference following wishes should
be cherished by all:

1.Practice filial piety all the way, practice loyalty to the Mi Le Heaven: minor
filial piety goes to parents, major filial piety goes to Heaven. Harbor gratitude
and virtue at all times, establish oneself and implement Tao, then the way to
filial piety is ready. Practice major loyalty and filial piety for “helping Mi Le

in becoming great Tao, protect children with peace and security.”

2.Repay the Patriarch’s kindness with being permanent disciples, propagate
I-Kuan Tao with no other ambition: one teacher and one Tao for all life, repay
kindness and fulfill wish with no other ambition, realize the Patriarch and

Matriarch’s great hopes, spread Tao to all countries and continents.

3.Respect Heaven, Earth and nature, live simply and protect the earth: make it a
goal to be environmentally aware Tao disciples, nature’s volunteers, start with
simple taste and simple heart, live a life of simplicity and plainness, minimize

artificial processing, let all return to “Tao and Nature.”

4.Tao 1s one without you and me, there is only one truth with no divided hearts:
Tao cause is booming, Heaven’s mission will always be upheld, the only way
is to think of the whole human race, get rid of self-serving and selfishness,

unite with all disciples, the Heaven favors no one, all works towards virtue.

Last, wish the conference a complete success, the World Headquarters will

always boom, [-Kuan Tao’s heavenly mission will always be upheld!

May 15, 2010
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Great Hopes Know No End; Legacy

Ta
Sl

& s>, Passes On From Generation to
ki %~  Generation.
o = Congratulatory Speech for the 80th
%\\A.‘_//@ Anniversary of the Patriarch and
®y 2 %s¥  Matriarch's Mission and 4 5 Parent

Appreciation Activities.

by Master Yu-Chu Lee,President of I-Kuan Tao Headquarter,
Taiwan, Republic of China.

or commemorating the 80th anniversary of the 18th-generation forefather
FPatriarch Zhang Tianran and Matriarch Sun Huiming’s mission, in the
afternoon of Sunday, November 14, 2010, in Queens College, New York,
American headquarters of [-Kuan Tao holds the commemorating conference
of the 80th anniversary of I-Kuan Tao Patriarch and Matriarch’s mission and
4 5 Filial Gratitude Activity. On behalf of the Republic of China I-Kuan Tao
Association, I present the sincerest congratulations and wish the conference a

complete success and all honored guests safety and happiness.

Since the Patriarch Zhang Tianran and Matriarch Sun Huiming together
followed Heaven’s manifested order in 1930 and took on the legacy as the 18th-
generation forefather, [-Kuan Tao’s holy causes of spreading Tao and redeeming
lives have expanded to 80 countries in five continents all over the globe. Since
Patriarch Zhang Tianran’s era (1930-1947) when Tao was spread to 5 countries,
to Matriarch Sun Huiming’s era (1947-1975) when Tao was spread to 16
countries, to the time after Patriarch Zhang Tianran (1895-1947) and Matriarch
Sun Huiming (1905-1975) passed away, [-Kuan Tao’s various groups of Dojo
have spread [-Kuan Tao from Taiwan to 80 countries; it is evident that the efforts
of realizing the great hopes of spreading Tao all over the world have always been
kept up without cease. Even though there is still some distance from spreading
Tao to all 195 countries in the world, taking into consideration how the Tao has
been spread in the world in the last 100 years, there is no doubt that it is realistic

to spread I-Kuan Tao all over the world in the future.
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[-Kuan Tao was spread to Taiwan from mainland China in December 1945. After
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the separation in 1949, I-Kuan Tao has been under strict sanctions from governments
on both sides of Taiwan Channel. After long-term communication in Taiwan, the
ban was finally lifted in February, 1987, and on March 5, 1988, Republic of China
[-Kuan Tao Association was formed in Taiwan. On October 6, 1996, I-Kuan Tao
World Headquarters was formed in Los Angeles, United States. So far [-Kuan Tao
associations have been formed in 13 countries, including the American [-Kuan
Tao Association formed in Los Angeles in 2006. With the current communications
going on between two sides of the Taiwan Channel, [-Kuan Tao Association has
been interacting with related government agencies in mainland China for four years.
Representatives of related mainland China government agencies have been invited to
visit [-Kuan Tao Dojos in Thailand, Malaysis, Singapore, and Philippines. Academic
forum on research of modern Chinese folk associations was held in Taiwan with
more than 30 international scholars and experts attending, 17 from mainland China.
After the forum, scholars and experts visited [-Kuan Tao Dojo in Taiwan and
everybody felt [-Kuan Tao is a true practitioner of Chinese culture. We are convinced
that if mainland China really wants to propagate Chinese culture, construct a society
of harmony, and build a common spiritual home for all Chinese, then it is a step not
to be missed to actively research and evaluate the ban-lifting of [I-Kuan Tao and the
recognition of folk beliefs, folk religiosn and emerging religions outside the five

main religions.

In fact, since 1930, the Patriarch and Matriarch and all I-Kuan Tao disciples have
been practicing the principles of [-Kuan Tao’s mission, through thick and thin, in the
hope that everyone will be inspired to the ultimate virtue of good knowledge and
good conscience, establishing oneself and others, distinguishing oneself and others,
recovering the world to pure peace, changing people’s hearts into goodness and

kindness, striving for the world to become one.

In the realm of education, besides the establishment of early compulsory schools

and Tao institutes of various Dojos, [-Kuan Tao has also entered Chinese schools and

~ community colleges. So far Taiwan’s Ministry of Education has given permission to
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In the realm of societal education, I-Kuan Tao holds educational and

entertaining camps of Chinese culture, research classes of Classics, anti-smoking
and anti-drugs activities, heart-purifying lectures, International Family Year
activities, concerts, grown-up rites, academic forums, supervision and nursing
lectures, tutoring academies, starlight summer camps, and participates in long-
term coaching of problem youths and parolees, promotes children’s reading
classics, adults’ reading classics, even three generations’ reading classics
together, praises model parents, encourages three generations under the same
roof and holds filial piety activities, produces Tao-propagating and heart-
awakening programs, establishes online TV stations, and even plans on setting

up satellite TV stations.

In the realm of charity, [-Kuan Tao establishes charity organizations such as
nurseries, retirement homes, nursing homes of severe disabilities, medical care
agencies, social welfare agencies, disaster relief agencies (such as September 21
earthquake and hurricane of Taiwan, August 8 flood, September 11 of America,
Tsunami of South Asia, Wenchuan earthquake of China, disasters of various
countries). In dozens of years, [-Kuan Tao has received affirmation and praises
from many governments and peoples. All I-Kuan Tao disciples aren’t just

satisfied with this but will keep up endeavors based on this solid foundation.

In today’s conference, everyone holds the most glorious heart and
participates in the most heart-warming grand gathering, a rare and great blessing
of life. We believe that the vision of “recovering the world to pure peace,
changing people’s hearts into goodness and kindness, striving for the world to
become one” is not just the mission vision of [-Kuan Tao, but also the common
goal of all major religions and all human beings to achieve perpetual peace and
prosperity. Here, we sincerely congratulate everyone on actively participating
in this grand gathering and believe that with everyone’s ongoing endeavors
in bringing forth the religious mindset of “forgetting oneself for others, being
completely self-motivated, contributing sincerely and respectfully,” our country
will become more glorious and the world will become more peaceful and

prosper.
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Welcoming Speech for the I-Kuan Tao
Missionary's 80th Anniversary & 4 5
Parent Appreciation Activities.

by Master Shih-Ming Hwang,President of
|-Kuan Tao, USA.

Govemment officials, senior members of all religions, distinguished fellow

Tao members, and all honored guests, Good Afternoon!”

I am very happy to welcome all of you here today for the “I-Kuan Tao
Missionary’s 80th Anniversary & Parent Appreciation Activities”, guided by the
World [-Kuan Tao Headquarters, organized by [-Kuan Tao USA, and put on by
the New York branches of [-Kuan Tao. First I would like to give a big thanks
to our Tao members for all the hard work they have done to get ready for this
assembly. They are the reason the event is going so smoothly. Thank you for

your efforts!

April and May are full of the spirit of thanksgiving. There is the QingMing
Festival in April when we give respect to our ancestors. Mother's Day falls in
May, and it’s a time for us to show gratitude to our mothers for bringing us
into the world and raising us in the best way they know. Also, April 5th is the
Memorial Day of her Graceful Matriarch, “Zhong-Hua Holy Mother”. God
gave her this eternal role, and so we devote this day to the Parent Appreciation

Activities.

Since the twentieth century, people have often mistakenly thought that
science and technology could bring us happiness and peace. But now, in the year
2010, people are still struggling to find happiness. Indeed, mankind faces even
more problems. British historian Arnold J. Toynbee once said the teachings of
Confucius and Mencius from China and Mahayana Buddhism are the solutions

to the social issues in the twenty-first century.




The "Teachings of Confucius and Mencius" represent orthodox Chinese

culture. The core of this culture is the teachings of Yao and Shun, as well as
the teachings of Confucius and Mencius. And Mencius once said, "The course
of Yao and Shun was simply that of filial piety and fraternal duty." Filial piety
means obedience, pleasantness, respect, and support of our parents, and not
giving them worry. Regardless of region, race, religion, belief, or academic field,
all people should follow the principles of filial piety and fraternal duty. In order
to make the world a place filled with peace, harmony, and cooperation, people
must first find a core value that they all share. This core value is "filial piety." In
[-Kuan Tao, "filial piety" is the most important lesson when starting to practice

cultivation.

Our main purpose for gathering here today is to celebrate the eightieth
anniversary of the [-Kuan Tao Missionary. At the same time, we wish to promote
“the Sutra of Hundred Filial Piety.” This book focuses on filial piety, and
encourages filial piety and morality. Studying it will provide people in the United
States and Canada with a chance to get reacquainted with the ideas of filial piety
and rediscover that it is the root of personal ethics. The organizer has arranged a
lot of great activities that include opera, drama, music videos, Chinese traditional
dance, and recitations of classic books. Each of them combines traditional and

modern concepts.

Last but not least, I anticipate all the activities go smoothly and successfully.
I wish everyone good health, happiness, as well as wonderful spiritual and

earthly lives. May peace and happiness be upon our society forever.

Thank you.
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Ten Thousand Koushous (Knelt Nodding Bows)

Thousand Bows and Ten Thousands Bows.
Plead to the Heaven above to cease the trials of our spirit.

I’1l pray night and day. Hoping Heaven above will hear my pray.
Please grant mercy with amnesty.

Please forget our ignorance and faults.

My heart is always with my children.

Because I cannot endure to see.

The lost lambs have gone astray again and again.

With tears I tried to gather all my lost lambs to me.

Every word and every phrase is from the bottom of my heart.
However my message is not getting through.

Because I’m not seeing any reaction toward my messages.
Remember the year that we parted.
The promises we made to each other.




But now, All of us have forgotten the promises we made.
Offering the life of body and heart. Bearing the world's suffering.
Imprisoned in her body. Perfectly willing.

To sacrifice without hesitation. Begrudging no one.

Being the scapegoat and hidden herself all life long,
unnoticed by others. So as to extend the holy business.
Aggrieved humiliation like cold winds pierce the bones.
But still she firmly shoulders the torment.

The intention and will never flinches.

And insisting to the end until candle burnt up to ash.
Thinking of the duty on shoulder to save three worlds.
Carry the mission. Resolutely moving forward.

Hope all disciples back. And cultivate well.

Seize the moment to accumulate merits and virtues.

Sailing a golden boat on a sea of suffering.

Substitute hardship and worry for heaven.

Save 9.6 billion people without one left.

Tao and calamity descend together from heaven to the secular world.
Disasters and human's evil harms scatter around.

Wish for rehabilitating ethics and morality.

Turning the world back to peace and purity. And save the decadence.
Deepened karma goes with each generation or life.
Advancing day and night. Propagation producs true results.
While thinking of disturbance on the way

of cultivation and propagation.

Sincerely koushou after koushou smooth the ruggedness.

GIREIF

EAEENZE REZHREZT
REMOBET R hRREFTH
REXHBERY RHAHRKETA

TS RKE R RIEEER
EERLEZMLEA RAFRAMUY %
RPEENAEF CHEDT EEER




Mother's Love

In the age of ignorance.

A lot of what you have given us is greatly treasured.
It was your patience that touched me.

It is you who gave me love and comfort.

You clothed me when I was cold.

And wiped away my sweat when [ was hot.

Always giving unconditionally.

You are always in my mind from the beginning to the end.

I see you in the beautiful silhouette of the moon.

Because the silhouette of the moon is just as lovely as you.

The hands that rocks the cradles. Also rocks the world.
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The Sounds of Rain

The sounds of rain is just like a song. The more I listen to its music,
the more it’s made me aware of the loneliness this song brings

to my heart. The loneliness in a strange city brings nothing but
the fear of coldness and isolation, like a sharp pain to my heart.
A loner, just like a bird without wings, I cannot fly out of here,

is this how my life should be?

The mountains of my hometown is forever in

the distance listening to my yearning. Upon return to

the seacoast hometown the scenery still as before,

nothing has changed. Why did I leave before ?

Again and again, it breaks my heart each time

someone asks me this question.

The most fortunate person is one who’s our parents

are still alive allowing us the time to repay them,

not waiting until it is too late! Time is limited

and our parents will not be waiting for us forever.

The most fortunate person is one who’s our parents

are still alive allowing us the time to repay them,

not waiting until it is too late! We are busy all the time trying

to make a better tomorrow, but in the deep of the night

I ask myself why I do the things I do and why

I left my family behind. The most fortunate person

is one who’s our parents are still alive allowing us

the time to repay them, not waiting until it is too late!

Time is limited and our parents will not be waiting for us forever.
Do not wait to miss our parents and cry when there is no one to hug,
kiss, and give love us any more.
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The Graciousness of Our Parents

Our Parents are like Heroes.

We should be mindful to not disrespect them.
our hearts should always strive for Filial Piety (appreciation)

in this world. We should always repay

Our Parents with Gratitude. To truly understand

the relationship of Our Parents and Filial Piety(appreciation)
between us. Please forgive our ignorance of yesterday.

We should always behave properly and gauge our appearance too.
We should always be a good role models to others

by Honoring Our Parents. In the old days.

The Filial Piety(appreciation) is to Interact Daily with Our Parents.
Now a days. We are pre-occupied with our young

and have forgotten our elders. As if day and night are reversed.

We can only regret the order of nature is upset.

The most difficult task is to control our attitude

and our facial expressions when we are down.

We should always treat our parents with Tender Loving Care

to express our gratitude towards them.

We should always remember our Parents for.

The Compassion, Gentleness, Kindness,

nd the Inscription they have given our lives.

In the Graciousness of Our Parents.

Our Nurtures are profound. And let us not forget the T.L.C.

that our parents have enriched our lives with.
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Highlights of Chinese Ethnic Dance

Chinese ethnic dance can be categorized into classical dance and folk
dance. The dance of each area is influenced by its geography and
weather, living customs, production method, religious belief, and aesthetic

concepts, and is unique in its own way. The main expressive methods are

"nn "nn

"hand, eyes, body, gesture," "shape, spirit, force, rhythm," "circle, twist,
slant, curve" and they create the outstanding rhythm and beauty of the

Chinese ethnic dance.

Chinese ethnic dance has principles of
"meaning right but left first, meaning left but right
first, meaning above but below first, meaning below
but above first." The dancer must master how to
combine the force and flexibility, the abstract and
reality so the essence of Chinese folk dance can

be manifested, forming the uniqueness of Chinese
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NJ Youth Asian Dance & Drum Troupe
Greetings from the NJ Youth Asian Dance and Drum Troupe! The

Troupe was founded in 1998, by professional choreographer and
dancer, Ms. Wei1 Yu with a M.A. in Dance Theory and a M.A. Asian
Studies. The Troupe, comprised of young talented Asian-American
dancers, is actively involved in arts and cultural education in the greater
NJ community by year round participation in cultural, charitable, self-
sponsored events. The Troupe provides audiences of school children,
~ families and professionals with appropriately targeted programs and
| workshops that offer historical cultural context. Under the instruction of
Wei Yu, in 2008 the Troupe was presented with an “Outstanding Artistry
Award” and in 2009 was presented by Essex County with an “Outstanding /,
Performing Arts Group” award. ) &
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The Purpose of Tao

To venerate the Heavens and the Earth.

To worship God and revere the Zhu-Tian-Shen-Sheng.

To be patriotic, loyal, and responsible.

To be of virtuous character and uphold the Rules of Propriety.
To carry out the filial duties to one’s parents.

To honor and respect one’s teachers and elders.

To be faithful to friends.

To live harmoniously with neighbors.

To rid oneself of bad habits and evil,

and to pursue good thoughts and deeds.

To expound upon the Five Bonds of Human Relationships
andthe Eight Cardinal Virtues.

To preach the main principles of the founders of

the five world religions.

To obey and respectfully practice the Four Ethical Principles,
the Three Mainstays of Social Order,

and the Five Constant Virtues.

To cleanse the mind, purify the soul

and eliminate unclean thoughts.

To cultivate one’s true-self by utilizing untruths

To recover one’s original Buddha-nature.

To continually develop one’s innate wisdom

and natural abilities until perfection is achieved.

To establish and reach one’s own goals and

to help others do so.

To transform the world into a peaceful, honest,

and orderly society.

To enlighten the minds of people and enable them

to return to a state of benevolence.

By pursuing this path, to bring the world into a state of equality,
fraternity, harmony, welfare, and justice - the World of Da-Tong
(Dah-Torng).
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The World of Da-Tong

Confucius’ Ideal of a Commonwealth State* — a Great Utopia

Li-Yun-Da-Tong (Li-Yun-Dah-Torng) Section, the Record of
Rites, Book 9, by Confucius (BC551~479)

When the Great Dao (Tao, perfect order) prevails, the
world 1s like a Commonwealth State shared by all, not a
dictatorship. Virtuous, worthy, wise and capable people are
chosen as leaders. Honesty and trust are promoted, and good
neighborliness cultivated. All people respect and love their
own parents and children, as well as the parents and children of
others. The aged are cared for until death; adults are employed
in jobs that make full use of their abilities; and children are
nourished, educated, and fostered. Widows and widowers,
orphans and the old without children, the disabled and the
diseased are all well taken care of. Every man and woman has
an appropriate role to play in society and in the family. They
hate to see resources lying idle or cast away, yet they do not
necessarily keep them for themselves. They hate not to make
use of their abilities, yet they do not necessarily work for their
own self-interest. Thus intrigues and conspiracies do not arise,
and thievery and robbery do not occur; therefore doors need
never be locked. This is the ideal world — a perfect world of

equality, fraternity, harmony, welfare, and justice. This is the
world called “Da-Tong (Dah-Torng)”.

* This is the state “of the people, by the people, and for the
people”.
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’ FIRE NOTICE: .

The Exit indicated by a red light and sign nearest to the seat you occupy is the shortest
route to the street. In the event of fire or other emergency, please do not run - WALK TO THAT
EXIT. Thoughtless persons annoy patrons and endanger the safety of others by lighting matches
or smoking in prohibited areas during the intermissions. This violates a city ordinance and is
punishable by law.

Nicolas Scoppetta

' Fire Commissioner '




